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Dear Dr. Chen:

I had the pleasure to see Yuetian today for initial evaluation for facial pain.

HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS
The patient is a 72-year-old female, with chief complaint of facial pain.  Majority of the history is provided by the daughter.  According to the daughter, the patient has been having right facial pain for the last two years.  Described as a cheek pain.  Described as exacerbated by brushing of the teeth.  Even washing face can exacerbate it.  Described as a sharp shooting sensation.  The patient had a brain MRI that was done and it was a negative study according to the daughter.  The patient was also seeing ears, nose, and throat doctor before.  The patient is also seeing Dr. Barry Mann who is a neurologist in Castro Valley.  The patient was started on Lamictal.

PAST MEDICAL HISTORY

High blood pressure.

PAST SURGICAL HISTORY

None.

CURRENT MEDICATIONS

Amlodipine.

ALLERGIES

No known drug allergies.

SOCIAL HISTORY

The patient is retired.  The patient does not smoke.  The patient does not drink alcohol.  The patient does not use illicit drugs.

FAMILY HISTORY

There is no family history of similar medical condition.

REVIEW OF SYSTEMS

The patient has muscle pain and cramps.

IMPRESSION

Trigeminal neuralgia, right side.  The patient has shooting sensation in the right face into the right forehead, right cheek and right jaw.  They are exacerbated by washing of the face and brushing of the teeth.  The patient has seen neurologist before, prescribed gabapentin, made her dizzy and it was discontinued.  The patient has recently seen Dr. Barry Mann, who is a neurologist in Castro Valley.  The patient was started on Lamictal 25 mg a day with titrating higher dosage to 50 mg a day and even probably to 100 mg a day.  Apparently, she is taking 50 mg a day according to the daughter.  She has not seen significant improvement yet.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Explained to the patient of the above diagnosis.

2. Explained to the daughter that she may continue to take the Lamictal 50 mg per day for now and see how it works.  She may even increase to 100 mg a day.

3. If the Lamictal is not effective, may try her on carbamazepine.  Other treatment options also included CyberKnife treatment for trigeminal neuralgia.
4. I will follow up with the patient on 05/30/2022, and see how she does with these medications.

Thank you for the opportunity for me to participate in the care of Yuetian.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time.









Sincerely Yours,
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